
On April 10, 2020, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) issued temporary 
guidance for recording cases of COVID-19 that provides relief to the construction industry. In an 
earlier letter to OSHA leadership, AGC, along with our industry partners on the Construction Industry 
Safety Coalition (CISC), requested the agency re-evaluate its decision to treat cases of employees 
contracting COVID-19 as recordable incidents. In the letter, industry representatives recommended that 
only healthcare providers, and similar professions, should be required to report these cases on their logs 
because they are routinely in direct contact with people with confirmed cases and are at greatest risk. In 
line with our request, today’s announcement provides certainty to the construction industry and helps 
contractors focus their response efforts on implementing good hygiene practices in their workplaces 
and otherwise mitigating COVID-19’s effects. 
  
Specifically, the agency states that in areas where there is ongoing community transmission, employers 
other than those in the healthcare industry, emergency response organizations (e.g., emergency 
medical, firefighting and law enforcement services), and correctional institutions may have difficulty 
making determinations about whether workers who contracted COVID-19 did so due to exposures at 
work. Accordingly, until further notice, OSHA will not enforce its recordkeeping requirements to require 
these employers to make work-relatedness determinations for COVID-19 cases, except where: (1) 
There is objective evidence that a COVID-19 case may be work-related; and (2) The evidence was 
reasonably available to the employer. Employers of workers in the healthcare industry, emergency 
response organizations and correctional institutions must continue to make work-relatedness 
determinations. 
  
To view OSHA’s full enforcement memo, click here. 

 

https://www.agc.org/sites/default/files/Files/Safety%20%26%20Health/CISC%20Letter%20to%20OSHA%20Re%20Rcordkeeping%20and%20Respirators%2032320%204826-7264-0184%201.pdf
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.osha.gov%2Fmemos%2F2020-04-10%2Fenforcement-guidance-recording-cases-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7Cnazia.shah%40agc.org%7Cacdade08d969401062ab08d7dda10945%7C4602d740c1bb4d33b33a435efb6aa1bd%7C0%7C0%7C637221556020710021&sdata=cpXU7LA4EvSVRz4837coDwGARwmnNSr%2BDUE7VUtvf9I%3D&reserved=0

